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INTERNATIONAL PATHOLOGY DAY 
Statement by Minister for Health 

MR R.H. COOK (Kwinana — Minister for Health) [12.05 pm]: I rise to inform the house that today we celebrate 
International Pathology Day. Pathology is often the unseen part of the health system, but it has played a crucial role 
in the management of the COVID-19 pandemic. The year 2020 has shone a light on our public pathology service: 
from our team of specimen collectors and phlebotomists on the frontline to our brilliant scientists and pathologists in 
the labs, PathWest has stepped forward and delivered. PathWest was responsible for rapidly developing COVID-19 
test methodologies for the state and putting in place fast and reliable processes that have underpinned the robust 
testing strategy to manage this unprecedented pandemic. 

PathWest analyses the majority of the state’s COVID-19 tests, maintains a 24-hour turnaround time and is continuously 
working to find new testing methodologies, including recently commencing wastewater testing for Western Australia. 
However, pathology involves more than just COVID-19—pathology saves lives and prevents disease. We know that 
pathology is an integral part of a person’s health journey. Pathology results inform more than 70 per cent of medical 
decisions and 100 per cent of cancer diagnoses and provide clinicians with critical information to help them correctly 
treat their patients.  

Pathology is there from cradle to grave, through some of life’s most challenging and exhilarating moments. It is 
pathology that confirms whether someone’s family is expanding, provides the news that someone is now cancer 
free and informs the diagnosis and treatment options for infections, allergies, chronic diseases, cancers and countless 
other medical conditions. Pathology contributes to the health and wellbeing of the entire community and is at the 
heart of the public health system. 

I would like to acknowledge PathWest and all other pathology teams across the state and thank them for their 
ongoing dedication and the integral role they play in the health of all Western Australians. Thank you, and happy 
International Pathology Day. 
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